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How YOUR American Baptist Church makes a difference!

In addition to the ministry you do in your own
congregation and neighborhood,
you are also part of what

Nebraska Baptists are doing United in Mission:

Caring for and about Godds childr
Sharing the Love of Jesus Christ
with strangers AND friends
Offering a cup of cold water to the thirsty
and food and clothing to the homeless

All in the name of Jesus Christ

WE AREUNITED IN MISSION!



ABC/NE MISSION STATEMENT

American Baptist churches in Nebraska
are joined together
As a Region in a covenant partnership (ABC/NE) to:
Encourage, challenge, and empower one another
To be transforming Christian communities in the world.

In order to understand how we intend to carry out this mission, consider the fol-
lowing notes of explanation:

Covenant partnership: a linking of autonomous churches into a
cooperating regional structure within the American Baptist Churches
USA.

Encourage: to encourage pastors, other professional church lead-

ers, congregations and their leaders; to encourage self -care and con-
tinuing education and growth; to encourage and support congrega-

tions in times of transition, search, interims, conflict, and other times

of need.

Challenge: to consistently raise up new possibilities for ministry.

Empower: to identify needs; to provide resources, services, and
training; to link congregations where there is a need with one that
has a resource; to help congregations be in relationship with one an-
other and with others in the ABC -USA and the broader Christian
community.

Transforming Christian communities: transforming individuals
through the experience of new life in Christ; transforming congrega-
tions to be renewed communities for the worship of God, caring and
mission; transforming the world through mission, outreach, witness

and working together.

Affirmed by the ABC of Nebraska
at its annual meeting at Kearney, NE, Sept. 8, 2001
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ABC/NE Churches Helping Churches *

Over 50 churches in Nebraska seek to be resources to each
other, encouraging, motivating, praying and caring. Region staff seek to
assist churches in making connections with other churches. But, the real
creative energy comes from local churches coming up with great ways to
make connections with other churches.

How are Churches Helping Churches?

Joint worship services, educational events, and retreats
Leading Bible school for another church

Helping with mission trips

Help with maintenance projects

Pulpit exchanges

Random acts of kindness!
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ABC Emergency Services Center *

An annual ministry at the August Motorcycle Rally in the
Black Hills of SD. The ABC Emergency Services Center is
located in Deadwood but the staff of volunteers works

throughout the area to respond as the hands and feet of
Jesus to persons in crisis.

ABC churches in the Dakotas and Nebraska operate this ministry. Volunteers
are needed each year i for a day or two or for the entire 10 days.

For more information: www.sturgisaid.com



Mission in Nebraska

MOSES MERRILL CAMP & CONFERENCE CENTER*

Starting in 1943, Nebraska Baptist children, youth and adults attended camps and
conferences at Camp Moses Merrill at its original location outside of Fullerton, Ne-
braska. With a growing need for larger and more modern camp facilities, a new loca-
tion was purchased in 1972 overlooking the Platte River valley near Linwood, NE, and
giving us 568 acres on which to develop a new Camp Moses Merrill. Thousands of
volunteer hours went into the development of this wooded land as it has grown into a
year- round facility known as Moses Merrill Camp & Conference Center.

WARD CONFERENCE CENTERrings together facilities that fulfill the needs of semi-
nars, conferences, retreats, weddings, worship services and much more.

FRIENDSHIP CHAPELs the worship center for the summer camping program,
is used for weddings and large groups as well as Advent services and Easter
Sunrise services that draw in neighbors who enjoy coming to worship in this
lovely facility. ~ Sunday morning worship services are held at Friendship
Chapel from Memorial Day to Labor Day.

CALVARY LODGEprovides 11 hotel - style sleeping rooms that can accommo-
date 3 or 4 people per room. The rooms are available for personal retreats as
well as family reunions and housing for conferences.

FULLERTON ROOMrecalls the beginnings of Moses Merrill Camp at Fullerton,

NE. This conference room can be set up for seminars, retreats, leadership

training sessions and serves as a gathering place for family reunions. A serv-
ing kitchen is available for preparing refreshments for groups.

continued



CABIN AREA

Ten cabins with bathrooms (4 with kitchenettes), provide housing for up to 100 peo-
ple. Weaver Hall serves as the dining room and inside activities site for the summer
camping programs.

CAMPING
Camping areas for tents and RVOs wi-tugsprovideé er , sewer
places for family vacations, reunions and for those who just want to get - away for a

few days or a few weeks. The camping loop has a bath house with showers.

RECREATION

Recreational areas include a swimming pool and bath-
house, tennis court, baseball diamond, hiking trails and
horse - back riding trails.

Callender House offers two floors with three bedrooms,

gathering area, kitchenette, and bathroom on each floor. Each floor can sleep 10
people. During the summer, Callender House is used for summer staff housing.

From September through mid - May, Callender is available for small family reunions
and retreats.

Palmyra Building offers two meeting rooms with a kitchen and two restrooms. Each

meeting room has a fireplace. The larger room can accommodate 50; the smaller

room can accommodate about 35 depending on the needed set - up for each event.

Just beyond Palmyra is a natural amphitheatre. When combined, Callender House and
Palmyra Building provide comfortable lodging
and meeting space for family reunions and re-
treats. Palmyra is available for day use also.

Moses Merrill Camp & Conference Center offers
Christian hospitality to all denominations and
non - profit organizations.
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