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Annual Meeting Planning 
Dec. 3 

Omaha Office 
 

Advent Services 
Moses Merrill  

 Nov. 29, Dec. 6, 13, 20 
4:00 pm 

 
Christmas Eve Service 

Friendship Chapel 
Moses Merrill 

5:00 pm 
 

National ABC Pastors Conf. 
Orlando, FL 

Jan. 4-7 

   Incorporated as  
   The Nebraska Baptist State Convention 

6404 Maple Street 
Omaha, NE 68104-4079 
Phone ........ 402-556-4730 
Toll-free ..... 877-244-7339 
Fax ............. 402-556-1910 

See this monthôs MISSION FOCUS on page four. 
Sponsored by the ABC/NE Mission Department,  

 

May your  
celebration of 
Christõs birth 
 spread  hope, 

peace, joy  
and love to all 
around you. 

 
 

 ABC of Nebraska & 
Moses Merrill Camp & Conference Center 

ITôS A NEW DAY . . .  A NEW CHALLENGE  . . .  

 

STEP UP !  

 

   Moses Merrill Camp & Conference Center has been blessed with growth and an abun-
dance of new ministry opportunities.  The staff and volunteers are ñstepping upò to meet the 
demands. 

 

   Whatôs Happening?  ð  More and more adults are finding Moses Merrill a place of spiri-
tual renewal and growth.  We are still strongly committed to ministry with children and youth 
but the new opportunities are in ministry with adults.  God is opening doors!  

 

   How Do We Meet the Challenge?  ð  This ministry is an outreach of each ABC church in 
Nebraska.  Together we do what we could not do alone.  Each person who encounters God 
at Moses Merrill owes a debt of gratitude to every ABC/NE church. 

 

   Can We Do It?  ð  The staff and volunteers are doing amazing work to respond to all the 
opportunities.  Each person and each church that believes in the ministry is invited to ñstep 
upò with us.  Step up in prayer ð Pray every Monday for Moses Merrill.  Step up in volun-
teerism ð If you are able, volunteer to help with summer camps, with special year-round 
events, with repair and maintenance projects.  Step up in financial contributions ð  Youôll be 
getting a letter soon that will spell out the urgent need for support.  The need is serious and 
urgent but it is not a crisis.  God is leading.  We are invited to follow. [see Exec. Min. column, p.2] 



Luke 2:10-11 And the angel said unto them, Fear 
not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great 
joy, which shall be to all people.   11For unto you is 
born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which 
is Christ the Lord. 
 
Phil 4:8 Finally, brothers, whatever is true, what-
ever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, 
whatever is lovely, whatever is admirableðif any-
thing is excellent or praiseworthyðthink about 
such things. 
 
   The Christmas season is designed to be a time 
of great joy, celebrating the greatest gift ever given.  It cele-

brates God as a generous father, giv-
ing his most precious gift his son Je-
sus, so that we can be reconciled to 
God.  Truly good news of great joy! 
But in American culture there is a trait 

that we all have that conspires to steal that joy away from us.  
We have been trained, through all of our lives, to look for what is 
wrong and fix it.  We have been trained to ignore all the things 
that are good and right and focus on what is wrong.  I think the 
reason for this trait is that Americans are problem solvers and 

since we are good at it we keep looking for problems 
to solve.   
   It is a basic psychological principle that we tend to 
find what we are looking for and so our lives are filled 
with problems and with things that arenôt right. 
   The Bible offers us a corrective for this problem-  
focus that steals our joy.  It says, instead of doing the 
usual thing (looking for whatôs wrong) we ought  to 
look for the good stuff.  Spend the day looking for the 
true, the noble, the right, the pure, the lovely, and the 
admirableðnot the problems.  That is the Christian 
way.   
   In her book The Joy of Appreciative Living, Jacque-

line Kelm shares the following two daily exercises to help en-
hance joy.  Do them in the morning.  (They take no more than 5 
minutes altogether) 
1.  Write down three things for which you are grateful.  Spend 
30 seconds thinking about each of the three things. 
2.  Write down one incredibly small thing you could do to in-
crease your joy today. 
   If you want your Christmas season to be filled with joy, focus 
on what is right.  Focus on whatôs true, noble, right, pure, lovely, 
admirable or praiseworthy and think on those things. 

 

   Whether or not you have ever been to Moses Merrill Camp & 
Conference Center (MMCCC) . . . you have a part in this vital minis-
try.  Originally, the ABC churches of Nebraska began this ministry to 
train our children and youth in faithful discipleship.  Many young 
people made first time commitments to follow Jesus, re-
commitments, and decisions to enter full time Christian vocations. 
 

   Through the years, the ministry has remained true to this purpose.  
But we have felt led to expand this ministry.  Now MMCCC is 
reaching far beyond our original dreams .  We engage in year-
round programming to serve our pastors and churches with a vari-
ety of continuing education experiences.  Discipleship development 
is a primary commitment.  But what is perhaps more surprising is 
that more and more we are having the opportunity to touch the 
lives of people who are outside the church . 
 

 Your church has a ministry in your neighborhood.  It also has a 
ministry across Nebraska and especially through MMCCC.  And 
through ABC, you have a part in ministry around the world.    Some 
folks canôt visit MMCCC regularly.  For some it is a matter of dis-
tance; for others a matter of cost.; for still others itôs a matter of 
physical limitations.  But everyone can pray for this ministry that is 
transforming lives.  And most of us can support this ministry with 
our time, talent and treasure. 

   I challenge you to make a commitment or re-commitment to this 
vital ministry. 

   During 2009, the ABC/NE Church Vitality Department has been 
encouraging us to practice ñradical hospitality.ò  It is one of the indi-
cators of a vital church according to author Robert Schnase in his 
book, The Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations.    

   I saw that radical hospitality at work November 14 at Holidays 
With the Merrills, an open house, Thanksgiving & Christmas festival 
at MMCCC.  My personal dream was that we would get at least 100 
people there.  Weôd not done anything like this before.  I knew the 
Spirit was at work and that something special was happening when 
we had 35 volunteers at camp overnight the night before working to 
prepare for the big day.  But I thought maybe just having the volun-
teers together was the blessing.  I 
even said to the volunteers that even 
if no one came we would have a  
great day being together.   

   My vision was too limited.  By the 
end of the day, about 300 people had been on the grounds.  In eve-
rything we did, we tried to practice radical hospitality inspired by 
Jesus.  We greeted each guest as though he or she were Christ. 

   There are many stories still emerging from that day.  We have an 
extraordinary ministry opportunity.  Please join us in prayer ï espe-
cially on Mondays for Moses Merrill.  Youôll hear more about the 
prayer emphasis from the ABC/NE Mission Department in the 
months to come. 

   And please, consider prayerfully a year-end financial gift.  This 
ministry relies on strong donor support, as well as on United Mis-
sion and America For Christ. 

   Thank you for all you do.  

   May the blessings of Christmas and the bright begin-
nings of a new year fill your heart with joy! 
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From the Executive Minister . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Susan Gillies 

From the Associate Executive Ministerééééééééééééé.Dave Lundholm 

RADICAL HOSPITALITY AT WORK! 

JOY OF THE SEASON 

ñMy vision was 
too limited.ò 

Truly good news 
Of great joy! 
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Nolaôs Take Five . . .  
  Ideas from Nola Oberhelman 
  ABC/NE Christian Education Consultant 
 

Take five Judson book titles to give this season 
to your church library or resource shelf:  
 

1. Baptism Ahead, a Road Map for Young Disci-
ples  
2. Being Baptist: Lessons for New Members  
3. Crazy Faith  
4. Mothering Heights  
5. Addicted to Hurry, Spiritual Strategies for 
Slowing Down  
This is on audio so if you haven't reading time, 
you can listen while you drive. 
   To order:  www.judsonpress.org 

Karen leader, Htoo May, spoke to the Fremont women in 
October.  On the left left is Eileen Cash, President of the 
ABW Ministries group at FBC, Fremont.  On the right is 
Bev Holman. 

 

Pastors and lay leaders from NE, SD, IA, WI,IL, and KS attended the Vital Church Leaders Conference at Moses 
Merrill in early November.  Dr. Tom Johnson was the keynote speaker.  Other speakers included Rev. Robin 
Stoops, FBC Norfolk; Dr. Marshall Peters, Mid-American Baptist Churches; and Robin Sandbothe, Central Semi-
nary.  Evaluations scored the event as excellent.  Plans are underway for next year. 

Church Consultant Dr. Tom Johnson 

Vital Church Leaders Conference  
Draws Pastors from Six States 

Itôs Working! 
   from The ABC/NE Dept. of Church Vitality 
 
   Itôs working!  This yearôs focus on radical hospitality is working.  We 
are beginning to hear people in the churches about being radically hospi-
table.  [The idea comes from Robert Schnaseôs book Five Practices of 
Fruitful Congregations.] 

 

   Here are two more questions from the book to focus your thoughts. 

 

1.  What is one activity your group or class could do, which if 
done with excellence and consistency, would have the greatest 
impact on fostering a culture of Radical Hospitality in your con-
gregation? 

 

2.  How did you become a part of the congregation to which you 
belong?       

 

Describe the services, activities, and people who opened the doors for 
you.  What obstacles made it difficult to feel like you belonged. 

 

   Dave Lundholm, Assoc. Ex. Min. wrote, ñI saw Radical Hospitality in 
practice at the ñHoliday with the Merrills.ò  One staff person saw a need 
for blankets for the people on the wagon rides, within minutes they were 
provided.  One volunteer saw the need for meals for the vendors (so they 
didnôt have to leave their tables unattended), took orders and brought 
food to them.  I wonder what the Department of Church Vitality will offer 
us next year.ò   
 

   All churches are invited to discuss ways they can implement these 
practices and report back to the Dept. of Church Vitality. 

Pastors at Vital Church Leaders Event at Moses Merrill. 

The Poinsettia is called the Christmas Star and 
Christmas flower.  A Mexican legend tells that a 
child, with no means for a grander gift, gathered 
humble weeds from the side of the road to place 
on the church altar on Christmas Eve.  As the 
congregation witnessed the Christmas miracle, 
the weeds turned to brilliant red and green  
flowers. 


