" the

SSENGER

American Baptist Churches of Nebraska

Oct - Nov 2009

ABC/NE Date Data

Womenos
Moses Merrill
Oct 2-4

Adult Ministries
Moses Merrill
Oct. 5-8

Western
Camp Rock
Oct 9-11

Fall Pastors Seminar
Moses Merrill
Oct. 12-14

Vital Church Leaders Conf.
Moses Merrill
Nov. 2-4

Holidays With the Merrills
Moses Merrill
Nov 14

E-Mail Addresses:
RegionOffice@abcnebraska.com
campmerrill@nntc.net
Messenger@abcnebraska.com
SGillies@abcnebraska.com
area.minister.ne@charter.net
SGammel@abcnebraska.com

AMERICAN
BAPTIST

=] CHURCHES OF
NEBRASKA

Incorporated as

The Nebraska Baptist State Convention

6404 Maple Street
Omabha, NE 68104-4079
Phone......... 402-556-4730
Toll-free......877-244-7339
Fax ......o.... 402-556-1910

Retredq-

Womenos

Mission Givingd 21st Century Style

A core characteristic of American Baptists is a commitment to share
the good news of Jesus in our communities, across this nation and
around the world. The style of delivering the message shifts from time
to time, but the message is the same.

The ABC/NE Mission Department continues to find ways to assist
churches in being effective in mission. One of their goals is to promote
United Mission and the 4 annual offerings. These are the bedrock of
ABC mission support. But from time to time there are special projects
that Department wants to bring to the
ing. There are four of these right now th

1. Sudanese DayCare 8 Benson Baptist continues to have a relationship with a church in
Sudan. The church in Sudan has begun a daycare program that reaches over 300 children.
Benson continues to seek ways over and above their regular mission giving to support the
Sudanese ministry. Churches and individuals are invited to help.

2. Thailand School 8 Kearney First Baptist has made a commitment to help Missionary
Mike Mann get a school built in Thailand. Mike is well known & appreciated by ABC/NE
folks. Information on this project is available from the church.

3. Karen Ministry 8 Htoo May is a Karen woman who lives in Omaha and does her work
through the ABC/ NE office. She is organiz
USA. She receives money for her expenses and a small stipend from a variety of sources.
She is available to speak in Nebraska churches in return for a free will offering.

4 . The Penny Project is a project of ABC
being done by children and youth. Give one penny for each child living in poverty. In Ne-
braska that means 56,194 pennies. The goal is to raise the money by April 2010 and use
the money within Nebraska to aid children in poverty. (see p. 8)

Please add these projects to your prayer list. Information on all of these will be distributed
to churches in January. For information sooner, contact the region office. Contributions for
these projects, clearly marked, can be sent to the region office.

t he

See mission giving definitions,
ABMen in ACTION =

ABMen step up when air conditioners fail dln August at the Meno
responded quickly when they learned that the air conditioners in Friendship Chapel needed
to be replaced. Within one day they had raised enough to make replacement a possibility.

Preparation for Disasters o ABMen con-
tinue to maintain a disaster response trailer.
Working with ABC/NE Emergency Services
Consultant Jason Workman, the men receive
training to use various kinds of equipment
needed following a disaster.

Layman and Clergyman of the Year 90 Orin
Clinger, FBC -Kearney, was named Layman
of the Year by ABMen . Orin is active in his
local church and also serves as Chairman of
the ABC/NE Dept. of Camps and Confer-
ences. Rev. Ron French was named Cler-
gyman of the Year . Ron is pastor of Sunset
Hills in Omaha and serves as chaplain for
ABMen in Nebraska.

Rev. Ron French & Orin Clinger
Clergyman & Layman of the Year
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From the Executive Minister

FAMILY

Not long before | arrived in Nebraska, nine years ago, the
ABC/NE changed the name of the Annual Convention to the
Family Reunion. The longer a person is in the state, the more
they understand the concept.

As we gathered in Kearney in September, | looked around at
people | call fithe pillarsé a
events they had attended over the years. When families are at
their best, they are open, welcoming, encouraging groups of
people. They are people you can turn to in need. They are peo-
ple ready to help you
there was delight as folks gathered around the babies. There
was celebration as the oldest and youngest and healthiest and
not as healthy came through the doors.

This is a good family and | am grateful for it.

Of course the family of God is an ever widening circle. And
the ABC/NE family is no exception. We have been blessed by
the Kachin church and this year we welcomed the Karen Church
in Omaha into the family. There is a possibility that a second
Karen group will form in Omaha. We have another Karen con-
gregation at Lincoln First. A group of Chin people have begun
worshipping at Miracle Hills. There is an Hispanic congregation
at FBC, Grand Island.

We have the opportunity to make the ABC/NE family a group
of loving, welcoming Christian brothers and sisters.

Just as in local churches, the region gatherings can become

From the Associate Executive Minister

The Importance of Continuing Education

My wife is a Registered Nurse. In order to keep her license she
has to participate in a certain number of approved continuing
education experiences each year. No learning, no license!
Teachers, doctors, counselors, technicians, in fact all classes of
people have to participate in educational experiences in order to
stay competent in their jobs.

The same is true for clergy. It is true that the Bible is unchang-
ing but our culture is undergoing massive change. Things are
not the same as they were in the 1980s when | began ministry.
Over the course of the last three decades more historical mate-
rial has become available to scholars, more manuscripts have
become available (or accessible) than ever before and very
bright people have dedicated their lives to studying these mate-
rials. So, even in Biblical studies, there is new knowledge out
there.

In every field of knowledge that impacts the church there is new
information. Think of the changes in technology we have seen.
Think of the new field of Positive Psychology (the whole field is
only 7 years old). Think about Facebook and social networking.
That is why it is so important for pastors to augment what they
learned in Seminary with a consistent practice of participating in
continuing education.

Pastors need to attend continuing education events in order to
connect with this new knowledge, but even more important than
that, they need to process that new knowledge with their peers
so they can get perspective on how to implement the new

cel ebr at dhecallisto frge pursglvey up.aTio open oErdigaits|toyjthe Reavu

Susan Gillies

self centered. In all my travels, only once did someone tell me
their church was not friendly. Usually churches claim
Afriendlinessdo as a | eadi
The problem is that often
folks we know.
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after a session but everyone seemed to already have their own
group. They felt alone.
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folks that come to our church and region 6 whether those new
folks are like us or not.

I knew a family once that was most like what churches should
be. This family certainly would be stunned to see these words in
print. They werendét trying to
was open. They welcomed everyone. They had a gathering in
their home after a play performance one night and one of the
young men at the party stayed for two years! Pretty radical.
Another time, a guy was trying to finish an academic program in
their town. He ran out of money. The family took him in for the
l ast six weeks of the
ireason. I't was just

Letds startle
Letds try new ways t
of God. Letds try t
of Church Vitality has been talking about.
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knowledge when they return home.

The best congregations understand that there is tremen-
dous benefit to the church when their pastor participates
in continuing education.

A pastor should not have to use vacation time, or time desig-
nated for denominational meetings to engage in continuing edu-
cation.

The best practice is to provide 10 to 14 days away each year for
pastors to pursue continuing education and for the congregation

to provide the financial resources to make the practice possible.
(ABC-Nebraska pastors are fortunate to have the availability of

the Carpenter fund that provides the finances for Region spon-
sored continuing education eve
be the need for more resources than the Carpenter fund can
provide.) Another important piece of continuing education for
pastors is the provision of a sabbatical every five to seven years

to allow more intense study of an area of interest.

The reason my wife has to participate in continuing education is
to make her a better nurse, so that her patients will have the
best possible care.

The reason pastors need continuing education is to make them
better pastors, so that their congregations will have
the best possible ministerial service. IZ:
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Church Leaders »WORLD
Explore Best Practices M ISS I 0 N
VITA At Vital Church Event
CHURCH LEADERS Moses Merrill Nov. 2 -4 FFE RING

Church leaders will gather at Moses Merrill Camp & Confer- EmPﬂWE""g )'OUT QlftS
ence Center,Nov.2-4, t o share fibest prac to trangfgrm the world.

The Vital Church Leaders Conference, formerly known as the

Small Church Conference, draws participants from several states. ABCOs | NTERNATI ONA AChvistidhimB-T R |
Leadership for this year &8s c on fsionorganization connecting U.S. churches and individuals

Robin Stoops. Contact the region office for details & reservations. to holistic missions around the world. Organized in 1814,

American Baptist International Ministries is the first Baptist

mission agency formed in North America. It serves more

Nol aods Take FI ve . + than 1,800+ short-term and long-term missionaries annu-
Ideas from Nola Oberhelman ally, bringing U.S. and Puerto Rico churches together with
ABC/NE Christian Education Consultant partners in over 70 countries in cutting-edge ministries that

Take five tips for raising children from Susannah Wesley:

1. Subdue self-will in a child and thus work together with
God to save his soul.

2. Teach him to pray as soon as he can speak.

3. Give him nothing he cries for and only what's good

The mission of IM is to glorify God in all the earth by crossing
cultural boundaries to help people come to Christ, grow in Chr
and change their worlds with Christ.

The World Mission Offering supports this ministry.

forhim. e i ettt et e et s e
4. Punish no fault that is confessed, never let a sinful 12/ 3 of the worldés population s-=i
act go unnoticed, and commend and reward good * Your gifts help 16 missionaries work to lead people to faith. :
behavior. . Millions of new believers yearn for teachers and pastors to expand
5. Observe all your promises. - their faith.
. Your gifts help 32 missionaries work to train church leaders.
Susannah Wesley was the mother of Charles and John : Millions of people suffer needlessly without basic education, health
Wesley and fifteen other children. She prayed daily in her : care and economic stability.
eighteenth century home for her family and discussed spiri- * Your gifts help 64 missionaries work bringing help and the
tual matters with each child. + Gospel of Jesus Christ to victims of illness, violence, poverty

. and hopelessness.

PART 3 - Fruitful Congregations

In the last 2 issues of The Messenger, the Department of Church Vitality provided questions for a church to ask itself about
whether it demonstrates Radical Hospitality . Here are two more questions to consider.

The Department is studying the book Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations by Robert Schnase, from which these questions are
taken.
QUESTION FOR YOUR CHURCH:

When and where do the laity and clergy of our church receive training each year to enhance hospitality?
Which groups in your church are the easiest for new people to join? What can your group or class learn from them?
This column is sponsored by the Department of Church Vitality. We want you to know that we are praying for your congregation andw e 6 d

like to know how these columns are helping. If you would like to report on what your church is doing, send a letter to Dave Lundholm,
4006 Mason Avenue, Grand Island, NE 68803 or email to: area.minister.ne@charter.net

Education for Lay Ministry:

What is God calling you to do? Has He been nudging you to enter into the ministry at a new exciting level?

Education in Lay Ministry (E.L.M.) is currently enrolling students into its Fall 2010 program. Currently ABC-NE has
three enrolled in the Class of 2011 program, Mike Kidder (Belmont Baptist, Lincoln), Gary Samples (1st Baptist, Bea-
trice) and Kathy Krogh (Second Baptist,Lincoln). Graduates of the program become certified Lay Ministers able to

serve as pulpit supply, to serve smaller congregations as pastor or to serve many other types A
of ministry that God is preparing them to do. The Baptist Congregational Church in York, NE is m’
very grateful for the E.L.M. program. It is served well by E.L.M. graduate Barb Johnson. For

tell the good news of Jesus Christ while meeting human needsq.

ES:

more information please contact Sharon Shields at Cotner College, a
shieldscotner@windstream.net.
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Sorting Out ABC Mission Giving Terms . . .

United Mission Basics(UMB) & This is the giving all ABC churches give to support
all parts of our work together as American Baptists. This is the major source of income
for ABC/NE.

United Mission Designations(UMD) & Churches may earmark part of their UM dol-
lars to support the approved budget of a particular ABC missionary or organization.

Targeted Giving(TG) & Churches may give as the result of an appeal by a mission
partner for support of their operating budget or special projects.

Specifics(SPC) 8 Churches may give money to ABC entitites over-and-above their Dave Lundholm chats with Pastor Jim
allocation from UM and annual offerings. (gi fts for a missionaryds Cpedfudngpysitto gegtsbluff., o
cluded here, but should be listed as Miscellaneous Objective.)

Miscellaneous Objectives(MO) & This category provides a channel for sending gifts
to ABC missionaries for their personal use. (Small birthday gifts from circles for exam-

ple.)

Love Gift LG) 8 AB Womends Mini s-and-abewe comebktiers to hovee r
Gift. A percentage goes to ABWMin. and the rest is divided the same way UM is.

Institutional Support (ISP) 8 Support for ABC related institutions.

ANNUAL OFFERINGS
American for Christ (AFC) - This offering is for mission in the USA. Two-thirds

go to ABCé6és National Mi ni str i ethird§oedte A'{tﬂeml\ﬁosemeﬁiIlscbnf%rane,sAgl\&ril e

N O

region ministry (ABC/NE). . . o received training on new disaster response
World Mission Offering (WMO) - This offering goes for overseas mission equipment.
through ABCO&6s International Ministries.

Retired Ministers & Missionaries Offering (RMMO) - This provides emer-

gency relief and a Athank youd check to retired ministe

One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) - Disaster relief and development assis
tance in the USA and overseas.

All these categories and others are listed on the form your church treasurer sends to the
region office. If you have questions, contact the ABC/NE Office 877-244-7339.

Book of Timothy
Central Seminary ABC/NE Trivia —
(answers on p. 6) -
Breaks Ground 1. How many First Baptist Churches OQQ(;QQS
Central Baptist Theological are there in ABC/NE? meeo %
Seminary broke ground in Septem- a-11,b-21, ¢-31, d-41 . 0
ber for construction of a chapel at ~ 2- How many Second Baptists? Ry —

a-1, b-2, ¢-3,d-4

3. Which church has the highest
number of Sunday worship ser-
vices?
a. Kearney, b. Benson,
c. Lincoln 2nd, d. Lincoln 1st

4. Which of the following does NOT

recent growth of the campus and have Karen worshippers at this
the academic program at Central. time? _

Susan Gillies, ABC/NE Executive a. Chadron, b. First-Omaha,
Minister and member of the Cen- c. Benson, d. North Platte
tral Board said, T AWhCRghurghdagsngtshare its
struggle, itos gr e aRastoythangther wershipping, | )
growing in such amazing ways. group? “No, Mr. Griggs, we do not vote

Nebraska Baptists rejoice with a. Chadron, b. Superior, someone out every week like ‘Survivor’.”
Central.od c. Prairie Union, d. Oxford

the Shawnee campus.

Made possible by a $2-million
gift from the Eula Mae and John
Baugh Foundation, the chapel will
be named the Baugh-Marshall
Chapel.

This construction is part of the
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